
Connecting, Respresenting and Facilitating

Circular and Biobased SMEs in the Northern Netherlands

BIO Cooperative
Enabling Bio Business





GOAL: 
• Develop the PHA value chain in Northwest Germany and Northern Netherlands via new projects
• The open part offers the opportunity to facilitate ideas/project that are sprouting during the Emphati 

project. And connect with new players.

SCOPE: 
• The whole PHA value chain (raw materials, (bio)conversion technologies, product development, 

applications testing, etc.)…
• …Emphati is open for all types of technologies and applications, for a variety of known and unknown 

sectors: from e.g. materials/packaging, cosmetics & medical.

Emphati – Open Part
Opportunity for strengthen the PHA value chain in Northwest Germany and Northern Netherlands



Type of projects

1. Feasibility studies: 
• Assessing the potential, risks and overall feasibility: Technically, economically, regulatory, 

legally, etc.
• TRL 2-3;
• Project duration: max. 6 months
• Budget:  €20k or more  (max. 50% subsidy = max. € 10k);
• Total budget: approx. €100k  (10 projects)

2. Pilot studies: 
• Development and testing of PHA-procedures, technologies and products/applications.
• TRL 3-6; 
• Project duration: max. 15 months
• Budget:  €150k or more  (max. 50% subsidy = max. € 75k);
• Total budget: approx. €375k  (5 projects)



Target Group: 
• SMEs and industry in the whole Interreg DE-NL region, optionally in collaboration with knowledge 

institutes
• Projects should have a transnational character, including both German and Dutch partners in the 

budget.

Formats & instructions are found on: 
• Websites Bio Cooperative & 3N Kompentenzzentrum

• Emphati is (continuously) open for new proposals
• Max. 50% of subsidy can be acquired, and projects should always comply with state-aid rules.
• Projects should be completed before 30.9.25 (a request for project extension is currently pending)

Emphati – How to apply?
Opportunity for strengthen the PHA value chain in Northwest Germany and Northern Netherlands

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3-n.info%2Fprojekte%2Flaufende-projekte%2Femphati-ecofriendly-materials-from-polyhydroxyalkanoates-tuned-for-injection-moulding%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cd.van.oldeniel%40triade.umcg.nl%7C2b68a48a8e8c49102f2808dbae4fc1ee%7C335122f9d4f44d67a2fccd6dc20dde70%7C0%7C0%7C638295429834869318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S7fxO9vyL4eZ4Ievo1fQjP2UyEI9%2BZFePYKp0iwFyCg%3D&reserved=0


First 3 new projects

1. Feasibility of wood-fiber enriched PHA’s for injection moulding
Holzmühle Westerkamp GmbH (Visbek, DE)
H&P Moulding B.V. uit (Emmen, NL).

2. BioBinder platform (pilot study)
Hanzehogeschool (Groningen, NL)
Hochschule Emden-Leer (Emden, DE)
WYDO NBD (Groningen, NL)

3. PWP: development of PHA-compounds for panel sintering and flow-moulding (pilot study)
Triple Benefit (Enschede, NL)
Holzmühle Westerkamp GmbH (Visbek, DE)



Advisory board 

✓ Ilona Heijen (Amt f. Regionale Landesentwicklung, 
Oldenburg)

✓ André Heeres (Hanzehogeschool Groningen)

✓ Joost Paques (Paques Biomaterials)

✓ Martin Gründkemeyer (Netzwerk Oberfläche Service 
GmbH, Münster)

✓ Jörg Müssig (Hochschule Bremen)

✓ Christopher Straeter, ML Niedersachsen

+ various others as back-up

5 independent PHA experts, 50% Dutch, 50% German

Criteria 

• Degree of innovation/state-of-the-art

• Business case

• Sustainibility aspects

• Contribution to the regional PHA value chain 
and transnational character

• Contribution to

1. Climate and enironmental protection

2. Circular economy



BIO Cooperative 
team

Dr. Cor Kamminga
Chairman

Dr. Sytze Keuning
Board member

Dr. Ton Vries
Board member

Daan van Oldeniel, MSc
Business development

Marlies Schipperheijn, MSc
Communications & Events

Sven Stielstra, MSc
Management & 
Business Development

More information: 

Daan@campusgroningen.nl 

+31 6 316 232 50
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